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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-7
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Brown
Date of Introduction: January 8, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: January 10, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 122 – Public Property – by adding a new section which would prohibit the construction of new public buildings for purposes for which already existing vacant public buildings are suitable. “Suitability” is to be determined based on consideration of factors such as size, scale and location of existing buildings in relation to the proposed uses, and on the estimated costs to make such existing buildings and appurtenant uses (parking lots, additional structures, recreational areas, signage, etc.) appropriate for the proposed use.  The cities of Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach, Jacksonville Beach and the Town of Baldwin are excluded from the applicability of this ordinance.
Background Information: The bill’s sponsor believes that existing vacant publicly owned buildings are a valuable but underused asset and are not being given sufficient consideration for adaptation and re-use prior to the decision to construct new buildings.
Policy Impact Area: City building policy; highest and best use of public capital assets
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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